Young Adult Fiction: Core Collection

“Public and school librarians face the ongoing challenge of building
REVI EWS comprehensive and engaging collections for young adult readers.
With limited time, staffing shortages, and the constant pressure to
stay current with popular trends, it can be difficult to keep up — let
alone preview every title that enters the collection. For this reason,
aresource like Young Adult Fiction Core Collection is
invaluable. It provides an up-to-date, curated list of high-

Young & quality titles, allowing librarians to make confident, informed

Adult Fiction ™\ choices quickly.
Core Collection o

Si

This volume is designed to support libraries of all types in
developing a core young adult fiction collection. It includes a
thoughtfully curated mix of classic and contemporary works,
with a strong emphasis on equity, diversity, and inclusion.
With each new edition, outdated titles are removed, and
newer, relevant ones are added. The 2023 edition features over
3,200 novels and short story collections, 770 of which are marked
as “Essential” titles — key recommendations for any young adult
collection.

The genres include science fiction, fantasy, realistic fiction,
Pub. Date: June 2025 . (s . .
ISBN: 979-8-89179-338-5 mystery, and mythology...Each entry includes critical bibliographic
List Price: $255 details such as awards, series information, publisher, ISBN, page
count, and publication date. Essential titles are denoted with a
star, making it easy to identify priority acquisitions, especially
for libraries working with limited budgets or shelf space. ...

..While there is no single author credited for this work, this is a
compilation created by professionals in the field — that fact adds
to its credibility. Rather than reflecting one person’s opinion, the
recommendations come from a broad network of librarians,

making the guide more representative of diverse professional
"t ¥ ""‘I " .
. perspectives...

-Against the Grain, 2025
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Young Adult Fiction: Core Collection

This book would be particularly valuable for librarians
REVI EWS creating a new YA collection, updating an existing one, or
building thematic booklists. Personally, I wish we had this
resource when I was purchasing books using grant funding —
it would have made the process more efficient and informed.

: . _ In summary, Young Adult Fiction Core Collection is a highly
Young ; recommended addition to any library’s professional

Adult Fiction E collection. It is easy to navigate, comprehensive, and full of
Core Collection -

practical, ready-to-use information. Whether selecting titles,
verifying awards, or creating advisory tools, this guide
delivers exactly what librarians need at their fingertips. I hope
to see this book on our reference shelf soon — and I'd love to be
able to get up from my desk and pull it off the shelf whenever I
need it.

Sixth Edition

ATG Reviewer Rating: I need this in my library. (I want to be
able to get up from my desk and grab this book off the shelf, if
it's not checked out

- Against the Grain, 2025

In Young Adult Fiction Core Collection, the editors, Kendal Spires
Pub. Date: June 2025 . . .
ISBN: 979-8-89179-338-5 and Julie Corsaro, have included over 3,000 short summaries of
List Price: $255 young adult titles gleaned from EBSCOhost databases.

In part 1 of the work, the titles are arranged alphabetically by
author last name. A star icon next to the title denotes the essential
titles for a YA collection. Each title includes a summary, sometimes
taken from another source. Additionally, for many titles there is
also an evaluation of the title from an outside source (for example,
School Library Journal)...

Also included is a list of Printz Award winners which is given
annually by the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA),
a division of the American Library Association (ALA)... There is
also a list of Morris Award winners. This award is given to a first-

@ time author writing for young adults.”
‘ -ARBA, 2018
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