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Since the first edition in 1923, Sears List of Subject Headings has served the 
unique needs of small- and medium-sized libraries, suggesting headings 
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appropriate for use in their catalogs and providing patterns and 
instructions for adding new headings as they are required. 
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Includes One Year of Free Online Access! 
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Sears List of Subject Headings uses natural language as suggested 
subject headings, language that makes sense to library patrons who are 
looking for materials of interest. The goal of this new edition is to help 
librarians organize their collection in a way that makes it simple for 
patrons to find what they're searching for.  
  

   

The world of libraries in the twenty-first century is already quite different 
from what it was only recently. More information is available in 
machine-readable form, and ready access to the internet has changed 
the way many users seek and find information.   
  

   

The 24th Edition of the Sears List keeps pace by adding dozens of new 
subject headings to its core list and replacing subjects that now have a 
different preferred term, using language that makes the most sense to 
catalogers and the patrons in their library. 
  

   

This essential resource features:   
  

   

 

 

•  
 

Easy-to-use thesaurus-like format, with an emphasis on subject 
terms that makes sense to catalogers and library patrons;    
  

   
  

 

  

 

 
•  

 

Helpful guidance on which subject terms to use for thousands of 
categories of information;    
  

   
  

 

  

 

 
•  

 

Helpful notes outlining Used For, See Also, Broader Terms, 
Narrower Terms, and Related Terms;     
  

   
  

 

  

 

 

•  
 

New and revised headings including Scope Notes to clarify the 
specialized use of a term or to distinguish between terms that 
might be confused; and    
  

   
  

 

  

 

 

•  
 

Resource Description and Access (RDA) compliant headings, 
providing comprehensive instructions and guidelines for 
formatting bibliographic data.     
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New to this 24th Edition 
  

   

Always mindful of the goal of meeting the changing needs of library 
users, this new edition includes dozens of new subject headings 
corresponding to current literature and cataloger expectations, and 
many terms that have been replaced with newer terminology.  This 
includes addressing the growing literature in the areas of:   
  

   

 

 •  
 

Diversity  
  

   
  

 
  

 

 •  
 

Technological Advances  
  

   
  

 
  

 

 •  
 

Racial Equality  
  

   
  

 
  

 

 •  
 

Pop Culture 
  

   
  

 
  

 

 •  
 

Societal Changes  
  

   
  

 
  

 

 •  
 

Literature Genres 
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Your print purchase includes one full year of free access to the Sears 
List of Subject Headings Online Database.     
  

   

 

  

Take a Look at Some of the Key Features of the Online Database Here.   
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Buy the Print Edition at $195 & Get One Year of Free Online 
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Subscribe to the Online Database for $195 per year (Single User)  
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Contact us for Multiple User or Site-Wide Access for your public 
library district, college, university or school district. 
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