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H.W. Wilson Announces the Latest Issue of 

The Reference Shelf: National Debate Topic,  

2024-2025: Intellectual Property Rights 
 

This issue of The Reference Shelf covers the 2024 National Debate topic of expanding protections on 

intellectual property. Long a cornerstone of the American economy, intellectual property has been a 

concern for each generation of Americans from the founding era to the Digital Age, but the advent of 

digital tools and communication and evolving attitudes about public vs. private ownership has thrust the 

debate back into the forefront, with issues including the cost of generic prescription drugs, ownership of 

music and art between companies and creative professionals, and the impact of generative artistic AI 

tools making international headlines.  

 

This volume introduces some of the most pressing topics in this arena, including the potential for new 

international standards on IP protections, penalties for misuse of intellectual property, and whether the 

United States is failing American creatives by falling behind other countries in terms of legal guidelines 

and protections for creators. Debate participants will have ample material to draw on in making their 

arguments. 

 

Intellectual Property Rights includes articles, documents, and other literary works that fall into five 

topics: 

 

• What is Intellectual Property 

• Intellectual Property and Public Welfare 

• Economic and Professional Threats 

• Issues in Intellectual Property 

• Reform and the Future 

 

About The Reference Shelf 

Each 200-page volume provides comprehensive, balanced coverage of an issue of importance in modern 

society. Each volume contains 35-45 notable documents and articles (complete or abstracted) from 

highly respected periodicals and media outlets. In addition, the Preface introduces the reader to the topic 

and 5-6 chapters with the text provide readers with thoughtful guidance on how to approach a particular 

aspect of the topic. Each chapter’s introductory material provides guidance and guarantees success in 
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using these carefully-selected materials. A bibliography, index and important websites enhance further 

research. 

 

Free Online Access 

The Reference Shelf provides vital information that is topical, current, and timely. Plus, subscribers get 

free online access with their annual subscription. With unlimited users and remote access included, your 

students and patrons can connect immediately to this rich collection of the most-debated current event 

topics: anytime, anywhere. 

 

Primary and secondary documents, plus carefully-edited introductory materials help students and 

researchers navigate through these important topics. The information within Intellectual Property Rights 

provides balanced coverage, supported by comprehensive background information, on the topics of vital 

interest in our fast-changing world.  
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