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H.W. Wilson Announces the Latest Issue of
The Reference Shelf: Presidential Authority

The role of the presidency was one of the most contentious issues during the creation of the US
Constitution. The presidency that was created served as a compromise between the common suspicions
of concentrated power, and those who wanted to retain the familiar system that colonial Americans had
not only grown up within, but that they also understood to be the key to their continued power and
influence.

This volume of The Reference Shelf 1ooks at how over the years the American presidency has become
more powerful, using popular appeal and complicity legislatures to expand the powers of the office
beyond the constitutionally established duties. Exploring topics such as executive authority, relationship
to the constitution, influence in elections, role in economic policy, and war powers.

This volume begins with a preface, tracing the path from monarchy to democracy and the creation of the
Constitution to symbolically place the populace in charge of the country. The preface also provides the
major shifts in presidential authority.

The Reference Shelf: Presidential Authority includes essays that fall into five topics:

Control Over the Administration
Interpretation of Constitutional Amendments
Federal Oversight of Elections

Trade and Economic Policy

War Powers and Military Action

About The Reference Shelf

Each 200-page volume provides comprehensive, balanced coverage of an issue of importance in modern
society. Each volume contains 35-45 notable documents and articles (complete or abstracted) from
highly respected periodicals and media outlets. In addition, the Preface introduces the reader to the topic



and 5-6 chapters with the text provide readers with thoughtful guidance on how to approach a particular
aspect of the topic. Each chapter’s introductory material provides guidance and guarantees success in
using these carefully-selected materials. A bibliography, index and important websites enhance further
research.

Free Online Access

The Reference Shelf provides vital information that is topical, current, and timely. Plus, subscribers get
free online access with their annual subscription. With unlimited users and remote access included, your
students and patrons can connect immediately to this rich collection of the most-debated current event
topics: anytime, anywhere.

Primary and secondary documents, plus carefully-edited introductory materials help students and
researchers navigate through these important topics. The information within The Reference Shelf
Presidential Authority provides balanced coverage, supported by comprehensive background
information, on the topics of vital interest in our fast-changing world.

The Reference Shelf: Presidential Authority
Softcover ISBN: 979-8-89179-677-5 200 pages Price: $75.00
Publisher: HW. Wilson

The Reference Shelf 2026 Annual Subscription
ISBN: 979-8-89179-672-0 Price: $345
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