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Providing comprehensive, balanced coverage on topics of importance in modern 
society, each issue of The Reference Shelf presents readers with twenty-five to 
thirty-five notable documents and articles from highly respected periodicals and 
media outlets.    
  

   

Expert insights offer researchers guidance in approaching each topic and guarantee 
success in using these carefully selected materials.    
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Over the last half century, when pollsters ask 
Americans about the nation's healthcare 
system, a majority have either had a negative 
or very negative opinion of healthcare. The 
problems cited often include inflated costs, 
with healthcare costing more in the United 
States than in much of the developed world, 
coupled with poor service. Topics include the 
pros and cons of health insurance reform, 
revising or expanding the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), and asks whether the United States 
should adopt a national health service. 
Students engaged in this debate will find 
comprehensive coverage of this complex and 
politically charged issue. 
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Cryptocurrency has evolved from a fringe 
economic hobby to a major feature of the 
economic world in the twenty-first century. 
Digital assets have increased in popularity, 
providing a path to prosperity to some and 
causing economic ruin for others. 
  

   

While the use of cryptocurrency has 
become more widespread, many 
Americans have little knowledge of how it 
works. This issue provides perspectives 
into this relatively new form of currency 
and offers balanced coverage of this 
complex topic. 
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From environmental wastefulness to the 
devastation within the creative industries, 
advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) 
have raised countless concerns in American 
culture and society. As the capabilities of AI 
increase, ethicists and scientists struggle to 
address the threats posed by this new 
technology. 
  

   

Presenting up-to-date journalism surrounding 
AI and the implications of its technological 
advancements, this issue contains crucial 
information that will be invaluable to students, 
teachers, and anyone else interested in taking 
a closer look at this challenging topic. 
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Each 200-page issue provides comprehensive, balanced coverage on a specific 
topic of importance in modern society. Each issue contains twenty-five to thirty-five 
notable documents and articles (complete or abstracted) from highly respected 
periodicals and media outlets.    
  

   

The Preface introduces readers to the main topic. Each chapter’s introductory 
material provides guidance and guarantees success in using these carefully 
selected materials. A bibliography, index, and annotated websites enhance further 
research.   
  

   

The Reference Shelf issues are available individually (for $75 each). However, most 
libraries subscribe to the entire annual set of six issues (for terms of one, two, or 
three years) and enjoy substantial savings as a result. 
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