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About the Core 
Collection Series  

  

   

For more than 60 years, H.W. Wilson’s Core Collection titles have been a must-have 
collection development resource for all types of libraries. Each Core Collection is 
tailored to a range of reading levels and interests, featuring recommendations that 
span from children’s literature, elementary, middle school, high school, and young 
adult collections. For adults, there is fiction and nonfiction collections. 
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Fiction Core Collection,  
Twenty-Third Edition 

  

   

“This large and vital reference is a must for both public and academic libraries.” 
—ARBA 

  

   

 

 

H.W. Wilson's Fiction Core Collection 
(23rd Edition, 2026) provides the busy 
librarian with expert collection 
development advice on the most highly 
recommended works of classic and 
contemporary fiction. Over 8,000 popular 
titles deemed to have lasting value to 
readers are included as well as new 
literary and genre titles that have been 
recognized as significant achievements 
in their respected areas of literature. 

  

   

   

Pub. Date: July 2026 
One Volume | 1,500 pages    

ISBN: 979-8-89179-694-2 List Price: $295 
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Senior High Core Collection, 
Twenty-Fifth Edition 
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“Continues to be an essential resource for collection management in high 
school and public libraries.” —ARBA 
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Senior High Core Collection (25th 
Edition, 2026) identifies all-important 
material available for high school 
libraries and young adult collections. 
This guide has more than 4,200 
suggested fiction and nonfiction 
titles for adolescents and young 
adults, grades nine through twelve. 
Recommended titles cover relevant 
subjects like cultural diversity, 
careers, the arts, new technologies, 
and social issues. 

  

   

Pub. Date: October 2026 
One Volume | 1,000 pages 

ISBN: 979-8-89179-695-9 | List Price: $295 
    

 

  

 

 Graphic Novels Core Collection,  
Sixth Edition 

   

 

  

“This work is most useful for refreshing collections, reader 
advisories, and book displays.” —School Library Journal 
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The Graphic Novels Core 
Collection (6th Edition, 2026) 
highlights more than 2,100 
recommended fiction and 
nonfiction graphic novels, 
including content descriptions 
and quotes from select reviews. It 
is a must-have resource for 
library and media specialists who 
want to strengthen their 
collection with the most notable 
graphic novels available. This 
collection covers genres 
including adventures, biography, 
fantasy, superhero, horror, 
mystery, science fiction, romance, 
and more. 
  

   

Pub. Date: December 2026 
One Volume | 850 pages 

ISBN: 979-8-89179-696-6 | List Price: $295 
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Young Adult Fiction Core Collection 
  

   

“A highly recommended addition to any library’s professional collection.” 
—Against the Grain 
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Young Adult Fiction Core Collection 
highlights nearly 3,000 recommended 
titles for young adult readers to best 
support librarians in this ever-increasing 
market. This extensive coverage of YA 
Literature makes easy work of locating 
the best-of-the-best titles through 
metadata by including precise genres, 
subgenres, and subject headings that 
consistently include both location and 
time period where appropriate. A highly 
detailed Author, Title, and Subject Index, 
provides easy navigation through the 
hundreds of subject areas, thousands of 
authors and titles, and numerous series in 
this informative resource. 

  

   

Pub. Date: July 2025 
One Volume | 679 Pages 

ISBN: 979-8-89179-338-5 List Price: $255 
  

   

  

 

  

Children's Core Collection 
  

   

   

“This resource is indispensable  for librarians and school media specialists 
involved with collection development and user advisory services.”  

—CHOICE 
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The Children's Core Collection is a 
comprehensive guide to more than 
10,250 recommended books for children 
from preschool through grade six. In two 
information-packed volumes, users will 
find bibliographic data, content 
descriptions, and reviews of highly 
recommended titles, including picture 
books and easy readers, story 
collections, as well as fiction books, 
nonfiction books, biographies, and 
graphic novels. 

  

   

Pub. Date: August 2025 
Two Volumes | 2,212 Pages 

ISBN: 979-8-89179-336-1 List Price: $240 
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Middle & Junior High Core Collection 
  

   

   

“This title continues to be an invaluable tool for school and public librarians and 
should be considered essential.” 

—ARBA 
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The Middle & Junior High Core Collection 
is a librarian's go-to guide to the best 
fiction and nonfiction books for students 
in grades five to nine. This edition 
highlights more than 6,000 
recommended books and resources 
available, many more than the previous 
edition. It also features "short list" 
indicators to highlight the "most highly 
recommended" works in a given category 
or subject area. 

  

   

Pub. Date: November 2025 
One Volume | 1,150 pages 

ISBN: 979-8-89179-337-8 | List Price: $295 
    

 

   

  

Public Library Core Collection: Nonfiction 
  

   

   

“This large and vital reference is a must for both public and academic libraries.” 
—ARBA 

  

   

 

Public Library Core Collection: 
Nonfiction is designed for acquisitions 
librarians, reference librarians, and 
catalogers. It is a reliable guide to 
building and maintaining a well-rounded 
collection of the most highly 
recommended reference and nonfiction 
books for adults. This title covers more 
than 11,000 essential and 
recommended nonfiction titles as well 
as a selection of professional materials 
for librarians and library administrators. 
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Pub. Date: May 2025 
Two Volumes | 2,516 Pages 

ISBN: 979-8-89179-060-5 List Price: $420 
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More About the Core Collection Series 
  

   

Collection Development, Readers’ Advisory and Curriculum Support 
Not only do the Core Collection titles serve as aids in the selection and ordering of 
titles, but also in curriculum support, collection maintenance, and professional 
development. They are necessary resources for library and media specialists who 
want to enhance and enrich their collection with the most important and 
recommended titles currently available. 
 
In-Depth Indexing 
Each title contains indexing by author to make locating titles by author or 
pseudonym quick and easy, along with highly detailed title, series, and subject 
indexing. 
 
Unique Value 
There is nothing quite like the H.W. Wilson’s Core Collection books. The 
accumulated expertise of our selectors and their unquestioned and stellar 
reputations make these collections invaluable. These experts are recognized 
universally as impartial in collection development that assist and reinforce the 
judgment of librarians everywhere. Inclusion in a Core Collection is strong support 
for any challenged purchase. 
 
Thousands of Recommended Titles for Your Specific Collection 
Each title highlights thousands of highly recommended books for each type of 
collection. Whether you’re collecting for a public library, a high school, a middle 
school, or an elementary school, this series gives you immediate access to the 
best titles you and your patrons won’t want to miss.  
 
★ Starred Entries 
Easy-to-locate starred entries throughout the text and in the index highlight 
important works in a given category or subject area. You will be able to find the 
best-of-the-best and the most highly recommended titles, making easy work of 
noting titles that should be added to your collection, or to pull titles for weeding. 
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Contact Your Account Manager:  
Evelyn Fazio at efazio@hwwilsoninprint.com  
or (201) 968-0512  
She can answer any of your questions, place your 
order, and make sure you get the special discount! 
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